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E d itoria l
M y t h l o r e  h a s  r e a c h e d  a m ajor m ilestone. T his is o u r 100th 
issue  since o u r fo u n d in g  in  1969. In  its o rig inal fo rm at M ythlore w as 
ed ited  b y  G len G oodK nigh t (issues 1-17 a n d  24-84) an d  G racia Fay  
E llw ood (issues 18-23). Ted S herm an  changed  th e  fo rm at to  the 
cu rren t size an d  look w ith  issue 85, an d  I becam e ed ito r w ith  issue 
93/94. I 'd  like to th an k  M ythlore's re ad e rs  a n d  ad v iso ry  b o a rd  a n d  the 
M ythopoeic  Society's C ouncil of S tew ards for th e ir o n g o ing  suppo rt.
A n index  to  M ythlore  Issues 1-100 is cu rren tly  in  p rep a ra tio n  a n d  w ill 
soon  be available from  th e  M ythopoeic  P ress in  b o th  p rin t an d  electronic form ats. 
T his in d ex  is b a sed  on  w ork  b eg u n  b y  E d ith  C row e an d  b ro u g h t u p  to  da te  by  
th e  cu rren t editor. I t in c ludes con tro lled -vocabu lary  subject h ead in g s  an d  
abstrac ts for each  article. R eview s are  also indexed , b u t artw ork , poetry, an d  
le tters w ill n o t be  inc luded .
W e s ta rt th is  issue  ap p ro p ria te ly  w ith  several articles tha t, in  one w ay  or 
another, deal w ith  th e  Ink lings as a g roup . C harles A. H u tta r 's  illu m in a tin g  
Scholar G uest of H o n o r speech  from  M ythcon  35 is a t last available for all of u s  to  
enjoy. H is  in sigh tfu l s tu d y  of th e  p a tte rn  of references to sea-voyages an d  the 
ea rth ly  p a rad ise  in  Tolkien, Lew is, a n d  W illiam s traces th e  in fluence  of 
A rth u rian , Celtic, an d  G reek leg en d s in  the ir w riting . N ex t D ian a  Pavlac Glyer, 
au th o r of The Company They Keep: C.S. Lewis and J.R.R. Tolkien as Writers in 
Comm unity  (rev iew ed  in  th is issue) considers w h ich  of th e  Ink lings m ig h t be 
considered  th e  "cen tre"  of th e  g ro u p  th ro u g h  a fasc inating  d iscussion  of the 
d ynam ics of th e  w ritin g  w orkshop . Fo llow ing  th is th read , w e veer sligh tly  aw ay 
from  o u r In k lings them e to  consider L ew is as a m em ber of a w ritin g  g ro u p , an d  
its effect on  h is  n a rra tiv e  techn iques, in  E than  C am pbell a n d  R obert Jackson 's 
essay  on  u s in g  L ew is in  the creative w ritin g  classroom . Eric S eddon  then  
p ro p o ses an  in trig u in g  so lu tion  to  th e  question  of Tolkien a n d  Lew is's 
e stran g em en t in  1949.
T he index  in  p ro g ress  ind ica tes th a t close to  h a lf  of th e  articles w e have  
p u b lish ed  in  o u r 38-year h is to ry  concern  Tolkien, an d  th is issue  is no  exception. 
K aren  N ikak is S im pson  beg ins th is section  w ith  a considera tion  of A ragorn 's
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m y th ica l ro le as rig h tfu l an d  sacrificial k ing  in  The Lord o f the Rings. D eborah  
Sabo, in  a p a p e r  first p re sen ted  a t M ythcon  36, p ro v id es  an  en lig h ten in g  look at 
ru in s  an d  o th er archaeolog ical sites in  M id d le -ea rth  an d  th e ir p lace in  the 
cu ltu ra l h is to ry  o f its v arious races, a n d  b y  reflection, th e  p lace of a rchaeo logy  in  
o u r ow n  cu ltu ra l m em ories. N icho las B irns investiga tes th e  tan g led  tex tual 
h is to ry  of R adagast, a m uch -neg lec ted  character, a n d  w h a t it says ab o u t Tolkien's 
w ritin g  techn ique  an d  care in  m ak in g  revisions.
R u th  B erm an considers th e  in fluence of som e of T olkien's earliest 
ch ildhood  read ing , th e  A n d rew  L ang  fairy  books, a n d  th e  o p in io n s h e  expressed  
ab o u t these  books in  "O n  Fairy-S tories." (It is especially  ap p ro p ria te  to  h av e  an 
article from  B erm an; h e r  "H ere  an  Orc, T here  an  O rk" a p p ea red  in  o u r v e ry  first 
issue.) A n u n u su a l perspective  on  desire  a n d  envy  in  Tolkien's w ork  is p ro v id ed  
b y  H ay d en  H ead , w h o  tests th e  theories of R ene G ira rd  against selected  stories 
from  The Lord o f the R ings an d  The Silmarillion a n d  fin d s som e in te restin g  cases of 
applicability . A lexander M . Bruce th en  takes a close look a t "T he Battle of 
M aldon"  an d  h o w  T olkien's op in ion  of B ryh tno th 's actions echoes th ro u g h  h is 
Beowulf essay, "T he H om ecom ing  of B eorh tno th  B eorh thelm 's Son," an d  even  
in to  the character of G andalf. M elissa Sm ith  n ex t g ives u s  a p ercep tive  read in g  
of E ow yn as a w ar-b ride , p ro v id in g  n e w  insigh ts in to  h e r  re la tio n sh ip s w ith  bo th  
A rag o rn  an d  F aram ir an d  in to  th e  challenges facing  w ar-b rides  th ro u g h o u t 
history.
Joe R. C hris topher, an o th e r early  M yth lo re  con tribu to r (first ap p ea rin g  
in  these  pages in  1970), g ives u s  an article on  p ag an  beliefs in  The Serpent's Tooth, 
D iana  Paxson 's re te lling  of King Lear. Paxson  is an o th e r long-tim e M ythopoeic  
Society m em b er an d  M yth lo re  con tribu to r; h e r  first article ap p e a re d  in  1973 and  
h e r  fiction h a s  b een  th e  subject of a n u m b er of articles as w ell. A n d  finally, in  
keep in g  w ith  o u r m ission  to exp lo re  all fo rm s of m y th o p o eic  lite ra tu re , w e 
fea tu re  an  essay  ab o u t an  au th o r w ho  h a s  here to fo re  N O T  a p p ea red  in  Mythlore; 
G ilbert M clnn is w rite s  ab o u t th e  N azi ap p ro p ria tio n  an d  m y th o log iza tion  of 
D arw in ian  ev o lu tio n ary  theories in  K u rt V onnegut's M other Night.
T his issue w e fea tu re  rev iew s of M ilton, Spenser, and the Chronicles o f 
Narnia: Literary Sources fo r  C.S. Lewis's Novels b y  E lizabeth  B aird H ard y ; C.S. 
Lewis: Life, Works, and Legacy, ed ited  b y  Bruce L. E dw ards; The Company They 
Keep: C.S. Lewis and J.R.R. Tolkien as Writers in Com m unity b y  D iana  Pavlac G lyer; 
an d  Roots and Branches: Selected Papers on Tolkien by  Tom  Shippey. If you w o u ld  
like to  be a rev iew er or suggest a book  to  review , p lease  contac t the  editor.
In  ad d itio n  to the  referees on  th e  M yth lo re  E d ito ria l A dv iso ry  B oard, I 
w o u ld  also like to  th an k  John  D. Rateliff, A nne C. Petty, D av id  B ratm an, and  
D onald  E. M orse for th e ir assistance w ith  th is issue.
— Janet B rennan  C roft
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